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EXPLANATORY NOTES
LAND AND HOUSE TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL

1. The Bill for consideration is the Land and House Tax
    (Amendment) Bill (the Bill).

2. The purpose of the Bill is to amend the Land and House Tax  
     Act, Cap. 15.13 (the Act) to grant further special exemptions 
    and partial property tax waivers.    
3. Clauses 1 and 2 of the Bill provide for the short title and   
    interpretation of the Bill.  

4. Clause 3 of the Bill provides for an amendment to    
   section 7(1) of the Act (Special exemptions) to grant a 
   further special exemption of tax payable on residential 
     property for the year 2021.               
5. By clause 4 of the Bill, the new sections 7A (Partial waiver  
    of tax on commercial property), 7B (Application for partial  
   waiver of tax on commercial property) and 7C (Grant or 
  refusal of an application for partial waiver of tax on   
     commercial property) are inserted in the Act for the grant of a 
   fifty per cent tax waiver to a commercial property owner, 
   who has, allowed tenants a reduction or moratorium of the 
   rent payable on the commercial property, for the period of 
   April 2020 to June 2020 or July 2020 to September 2020.  

6. To access the fifty per cent tax waiver, a commercial property 
	 owner must make an application to the Comptroller 
   of Inland Revenue. An application for a tax waiver must be
	 accompanied with documentation evidencing that a
	 reduction or moratorium on rent payable, was given
 	 to tenants for the minimum period of three months.
  The Comptroller of Inland Revenue, after review of an  
   application, may grant, refuse to grant a partial waiver or    
    request additional information from the commercial property   
     owner. The commercial property owner must be in compliance        
   with the tax laws of Saint Lucia at the date of making an     
     application for a partial waiver of tax on commercial property. 
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7.	By clause 5 of the Bill, a new Schedule 3 is inserted in the
   Act, which contains the form for making an application for    
    a partial waiver of tax on commercial property.
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SAINT LUCIA 

No.         of 2021

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

Section 

	 1.  Short title 
	 2.  Interpretation
	 3.  Amendment of section 7
	 4.  Insertion of new sections 7A, 7B and 7C
	 5.  Insertion of new Schedule 3
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SAINT LUCIA
No.     of 2021

AN ACT to amend the Land and House Tax Act, Cap. 15.13.

[                                     ] 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the House of Assembly and the 
Senate of Saint Lucia, and by the authority of the same, as follows: 
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Short title

1. This Act may be cited as the Land and House Tax (Amendment) 
Act, 2021.

Interpretation

2.	 In this Act, “principal Act” means the Land and House Tax 
Act, Cap. 15.13.

Amendment of section 7

3.	Section 7 of the principal Act is amended in subsection (1), 
by deleting paragraph (l) and by substituting the following — 

“(l) for years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021, residential 
      property.” 

Insertion of new sections 7A, 7B and 7C

4.	The principal Act is amended by inserting immediately after 
section 7 the following new sections 7A, 7B and 7C —

           “Partial waiver of tax on commercial property

   7A.—(1) The owner of a commercial property may be   
    granted a partial waiver of tax payable on the commercial 
     property, where the owner — 

        (a) has for the period of April 2020 to June 2020 or 
                  July 2020  to September 2020 allowed tenants of the 
         commercial property, with respect to the rent 
                payable —

                (i) a waiver of not less than twenty per cent, or 
           (ii) a moratorium, for a minimum period of three 
                     months; and

          (b) is compliant with the tax laws of Saint Lucia at the 
                date of making an application under Section 7B.
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     (2) A partial waiver granted to the owner of a commercial 
   property, under subsection (1) —

 	  (a) applies to the tax payable for the calendar year —      
            	       (i) 2019, if unpaid, or  
         	       (ii) 2020, if the tax payable for the calendar year 2019  
                           is paid;

 	  (b) is in the amount of fifty per cent of the tax payable.

           Application for partial waiver of tax on commercial property

  7B.—(1) The owner of a commercial property may make, 
  to the Comptroller, an application in the form set out in                
  Schedule 3, for a partial waiver of tax under section 7A.    
	   (2) An application under subsection (1) must be supported 
  by documents to verify that a waiver or moratorium was 
   allowed under section 7A(1)(a).

        Grant or refusal of an application for partial waiver of tax
           on commercial property

    7C.—(1) The Comptroller may, after reviewing an application     
   and the supporting documents under section 7B, in relation to  
   a partial waiver under 7A —

                (a) grant a partial waiver;

                (b) refuse to grant a partial waiver; 
     	  (c) request additional information.

      (2) Where the Comptroller refuses to grant a partial waiver,
  the Comptroller shall give the owner of the commercial      
  property a written notice that includes the reasons for the  
   refusal.”.

Insertion of new Schedule 3

5. The principal Act is amended by inserting immediately after 
Schedule 2 the following new Schedule 3 —
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“SCHEDULE 3
(Section 7B(1)) 

APPLICATION FOR PARTIAL WAIVER OF TAX ON COMMERCIAL PROPERTY  

LAND AND HOUSE TAX ACT, Cap. 15.13: Section 7B(1)
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Passed in the House of Assembly this       day of              , 2021. 

..........................................
Speaker of the House of Assembly.

Passed in the Senate this        day of                          , 2021. 

.............................
President of the Senate.

”. 


